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A NOTE FROM FAMILY PASTOR,

BRETT BRANDEWIE

FBCHville Family,

The Bible is the greatest story that ever was and ever will be, and every page points 
to the main character of this story, Jesus. Throughout this massive story—from 
generation to generation—there are men and women that God uses to point to 
Jesus. Sometimes these characters are heroes, but oftentimes they are ordinary 
people that God uses in extraordinary ways. All these biblical characters are a part 
of a story bigger than their own–the story of God’s one and only Son, our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.

This year for the Daily Bible Reading plan, our church family will explore the stories 
of several different characters in the Bible. You may be familiar with some these 
characters and others you may read about for the first time. As you read and study 
Scripture this year, we hope you find encouragement in how God accomplishes his 
plan through ordinary people.

To go along with our Daily Bible Reading plan, we encourage your family to have a 
weekly devotional time where you read Scripture and learn from these characters 
together. In this devotional guide, you will find a character summary to read aloud, 
Scripture selections, questions for parents and children to answer together, and 
prayer prompts to help lead your family through a devotional time. Along with the 
devotional material, there are beautiful illustrations of biblical characters to help 
visualize the characters they are not only learning about, but also learning from.

Our NextGen Team has written this devotional guide to help families read, learn, 
and apply the truth of Scripture together. We trust that this material will be a 
valuable resource for your family’s devotional time each week, and we’re excited 
for what the Lord has in store for FBCHville as we explore the overarching story of 
Scripture in the days ahead. It is a joy and privilege to partner with you and your 
family to help connect every generation to God, others, and service.

Grace and peace,

Brett Brandewie

ILLUSTRATIONS BY JOHN WHITWORTH



Read these passages together as a family to  
discover more:

• Genesis 1:26-27
• Genesis 2:4-10, 15-23
• Genesis 3

All Ages: What did God say they could not do? Did they obey 
God? What happened to them after they disobeyed God?

Younger Kids: How can we know today what is right and wrong? 
 
Older Kids: Adam and Eve were punished for disobeying God. 
Because of this first sin, we also struggle with doing right and 
wrong every day. What are some things we can do to stay strong 
and be able to say “No!” to temptations? 

 
Take time to pray as a family asking God to give you 
strength to live for Him daily and help you say “No!”  
to the temptations we face.

 

 

5

Adam and Eve were created by God in His very image. 
They were the best of all His creation. God placed them in a 

beautiful garden to live in perfect peace with Him. But God gave 
them the right to make decisions for themselves. He gave them the 
freedom to do whatever they wanted except for one forbidden thing. 
How would they respond? Would they make good choices? 

Adam & Eve



Read these passages together as a family:
• Genesis 6:9-22
• Genesis 7:11-12, 17-24
• Genesis 8:18-21
• Genesis 9:11-15

Younger Kids: Do you think most people know the true mean-
ing of a rainbow? What does it mean according to the Bible? 
Remember, God always keeps His promises.
 
Older Kids: Noah had never built a boat before, especially one 
so large. He had no modern power tools either! How did Noah re-
spond when God instructed him to build the ark? (Genesis 6:22) 
How do you think you would have responded to God? 

Sometimes God will guide us to do something we have never 
done, but just like Noah, we must have faith in God and trust Him 
to see us through as we serve Him.

Take time to pray as a family asking God to help you 
trust Him even when you don’t understand all the  
facts. Thank God for always keeping His promises.

 

 

7

Noah was a godly man who lived in what had become 
a very evil world. God was grieved by how people were living 

and decided to destroy all living things and start over with Noah 
and his family. God would send a flood that would cover the earth. 

He asked Noah to build a boat for himself, his family, and two animals 
of every kind. God made a promise that He would never destroy the 

earth again with a flood. God wants us to live for Him! Noah and his 
family are good examples of how God wants our family to live.

NOAH



Take time as a family to read these passages:
• Genesis 12:1-5
• Genesis 13:1-13
• Genesis 14:8-16

Younger Kids: What problem arose that caused Abraham and 
Lot to separate? How did Abraham handle it? What was Lot’s 
choice? Do you let others choose first or do you always want to 
pick the best for yourself? What would God want you to do?
 
Older Kids: Lot selfishly choose to live in the best land. In that 
valley was the evil city of Sodom. Lot would move into that city 
and later be taken captive by a group of kings who defeated
Sodom. Do you think you can hang out with negative people and 
not be affected? Discuss why it is important to surround yourself 
with godly people. 

As a family, ask God to help you make godly friends  
and be a great example for others to see.
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God instructed Abraham to leave his country and travel 
to a land God would show him. He took his wife, Sarah, his 

nephew, Lot, and all their workers with him. God led them to the 
land of Canaan. God made Abraham a promise that He would make 

him into a great nation and would bless him. Some circumstances arose 
that caused Abraham and Lot to go their separate ways. Abraham 
would show compassion toward Lot as they parted. Notice the choice 
Abraham gave Lot. Lot’s decision would get him into trouble and 

Abraham would have to rescue him later.

 ABRAHAM



Read these passages together as a family:
• Romans 4:16-25
• Hebrews 11:8-10, 17-19

Younger Kids: Can you think of a time your mom or dad prom-
ised you they would do something, and they kept their promise? 
What was that promise? Just like they kept their promise, God 
will always keep His promises to those that follow Him. 
 
Older Kids: What does it mean to have faith in God? Has there 
been a time in your life when you put your faith in Jesus Christ to 
save you from your sins? Talk about that time. 

activity: Just for fun, as a family look up the lyrics and sing, 
“Father Abraham.” Don’t be afraid to do the motions together!

Pray together as a family that each of you would  
put your faith in God no matter what is going on  
around you. 
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Scripture 
tells us that Abraham 

was a man of faith. The Lord called him away from 
his home to a place that was unknown to Abraham, but 

he followed in obedience because of his faith. Years later, God 
promised Abraham and his wife, Sarah, that they would give birth to 

a child. While their bodies were past the years of being able to have a 
child, Abraham had faith that God would keep his promise. Several years 
later, he was faced with sacrificing his son Isaac, but he had faith and 
God provided. Time and time again we see God provide for Abraham 

because of his faith, and we can believe God will provide for us when 
we have faith in God’s character and promises.

 ABRAHAM



As a family, read these passages together:
• Genesis 14:17-20
• Psalm 110:4
• Hebrews 7:22-25

Younger Kids: Melchizedek was king of Salem, which means “city 
of peace.” Jesus has made a way for us to have peace with God 
forever. How can we have peace in our hearts when life is hard?
 
Older Kids: Discuss what it means to be a king and a priest. How 
can we find comfort knowing Jesus is our king and high priest?

 
Take time to pray together, praising Jesus for being  
the true king of righteousness and peace. Thank Him  
for giving us grace and mercy in our weakness.
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After Abraham 
returns from a battle to rescue his nephew, Lot, a 

mysterious man named Melchizedek (which means “King 
of Righteousness”) comes out to meet him. The Bible says that 

Melchizedek was the king of Salem (which means “city of peace”) and 
priest of the God Most High. He brings out food and drink for Abraham 

and blesses him, saying that the God Most High gave Abraham victory over 
his enemies. Abraham responds by giving him a tenth of everything he has. 
Although we do not know much about Melchizedek, the Bible helps us 

understand the importance of his role in pointing us to Jesus. Jesus is the 
true king of righteousness, the true king of peace, and the true priest 

of the God Most High.

Melchizedek



Check out the following passages together:
• Genesis 32:1-23
• Genesis 33

Younger Kids: Has someone ever taken something from you? If 
so, how did that make you feel? How hard is it to forgive someone 
when they do something wrong against you? In Jacob and Esau’s 
story, forgiveness wasn’t easy, but it was given. As followers of 
Christ, we are to forgive others as Christ has forgiven us.
 
Older Kids: Is there someone that you know you need to forgive 
for something? If so, who? How can you offer them forgiveness 
today? Why is it important to forgive others and make things 
right with them?

 
Spend time together as a family thanking God that  
we can have a right relationship with Him because  
of Jesus’ work on the cross!
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Isaac, the son of 
Abraham, had twin sons—Esau, the oldest, and Jacob, 

the younger twin. Jacob tricked his father, Isaac, into giving him 
what really belonged to Esau. Jacob thought Esau would want to get 

revenge on him because of what he had done (Genesis 27:41-46). But, 
when Jacob heard Esau had found him and was coming to see him, Jacob 

prayed and asked God to rescue him from Esau and his anger. Jacob even devised 
a plan to try to get Esau to forgive him, but when Esau approached Jacob, the 
most shocking thing happened. Esau hugged Jacob and expressed his love to his 
brother. God had answered Jacob’s prayer, and Esau had forgiven Jacob rather 
than seek revenge for what happened before. God’s power helps us rebuild broken 
relationships, forgive others, and reconcile with one another. Jacob and Esau 

give us a picture of what Jesus does for us—Jesus reconciles us with God the 
Father and makes a way for us to have a right relationship with Him.

Isaac, Jacob, & Esau 



Take time to read these passages together:
• Genesis 37:1-28, 36
• Genesis 41:41-49, 53-57
• Genesis 42:1-3

Younger Kids: Why was it not good for Joseph’s father, 
Jacob, to show favoritism toward Joseph? Do you treat people 
differently when you shouldn’t? Talk about that.

Older Kids: When bad things happen in our life, does that mean 
God doesn’t love us and He’s punishing us for something we’ve 
done? Can you explain why bad things sometimes happen to 
good people? 
 
Understand that God prepares us for greater things by growing 
us through harder things.

 
Pray as a family, thanking God that he loves us all 
the same and has great plans for our lives. 
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God had big plans for Joseph, but that didn’t mean his 
life would be easy. Joseph’s brothers didn’t like him because he 

was their father’s favorite. Adding to that resentment was the fact 
that Joseph was rather boastful as he shared with them his dreams that 

his brothers would one day serve him. When his brothers had a chance, they 
sold him into slavery, and he found himself in Egypt. God would use that bad 
situation to give Joseph the opportunity to become a leader and save many 
people–even his own family–when a severe famine came. God has great plans 

for all of us if we are faithful to trust Him through the good  
times and the bad.

JOSEPH



As a family, read these passages together:
• Genesis 45
• Genesis 50:15-21

Younger Kids: How did God use Joseph to save His people? How 
does Jesus save us? 
 
Older Kids: Read Ephesians 4:32. How does this relate to 
Joseph’s story? How can we forgive others and point them to 
Jesus just like Joseph did?

 
Pray together, thanking God for sending His Son  
Jesus as our ultimate Provider. Thank Him for His 
forgiveness and ask Him to help you forgive others 
just like Christ has forgiven you.
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Joseph’s life was anything 
but predictable! From being his father’s favorite to being 

sold into slavery, from finding favor with Pharoah to being 
thrown into prison, we see near the end of his story that things are still 

as unpredictable as ever. However, God had a plan all along for Joseph 
to be the provider for God’s people, including Joseph’s own brothers who 
had sold him into slavery. Joseph forgives them and provides for them 
even though what they had done to him was wrong. Joseph is a picture 

of Jesus who is our ultimate Provider—providing forgiveness for our 
sins and giving us a right relationship with God. 

JOSEPH



Take a moment to read these passages together:
• Exodus 1:20-2:15
• Exodus 3:1-15
• Exodus 6:6-13

Younger Kids: God asked Moses to do some hard things. Moses 
was scared that he wouldn’t be able to do those things, but God 
said He would be with him always. How does it make you feel to 
know God is with you always, just like Moses?
 
Older Kids: God used Moses even though he had a sinful past, a 
lack of confidence, and a speech impediment. How does it make 
you feel that God can use you despite your weaknesses and sin? 
What is something He might be calling you to do for Him?

 
As a family, spend some time in prayer asking  
God to use you as part of his plan despite your 
weaknesses.
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Moses was a man born out of struggle, but a man that 
God used to lead his people out of Egypt. Shortly after his birth, 

his mother saved him from death by placing him in a basket in the Nile 
River. Pharaoh’s daughter found baby Moses floating in the reeds along the 

riverbank and saved him and raised him in the palace. As a young man, Moses 
murdered an Egyptian and fled into the desert. There he would be shaped and 
molded by God to lead God’s people. In these passages, we see how God called 
and empowered an unlikely man by the world’s standards to lead His people 

out of slavery. When we place our trust in God, He can use us to do great 
things!

MOSES



Spend some time reading about each of the plagues: 
• Exodus 8:1-15
• Exodus 9:1-12
• Exodus 10:21-29
• Exodus 12:14-20, 33-42
• Exodus 13:17-22
• Exodus 14:15-31

Younger Kids: The Israelites had to wait a long time to become 
free of being Pharaoh’s slaves. How long should you wait for God 
to answer your prayers?
 
Older Kids: God sent ten terrible plagues to convince Pharaoh 
to set the Israelite slaves free. What does it take to make you pay 
attention to what God wants you to do?

 
Take time to pray as a family that you would be  
open to God’s plan for you and understand that  
He will protect you along the way.
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God continues to use Moses to ask 
Pharaoh to set His people free. When Pharaoh refuses, 

God sends more plagues to convince Pharaoh to allow the 
Israelites to leave Egypt. But Pharaoh continues to be stubborn 

and keeps them as slaves until the final plague. In these passages 
notice how God protects His chosen people from the worst of the ten 
plagues. Pay attention to how God kept his promise once they fled 

Egypt and Pharaoh decided he wanted to bring them back.

MOSES



As a family read these passages together:
• Exodus 16:1-12
• Exodus 17:1-7
• Exodus 19:16-25
• Exodus 20:1-21

Younger Kids: God gave the Israelites the Ten Commandments 
to live by. Why is it important to follow rules? Why is it important 
to follow instructions from parents and teachers?
 
Older Kids: God gave the Israelites everything they needed but 
they were still unhappy. What do you think you need in your life 
that you currently do not have? How would getting this make 
your life better?

BONUS: Most of us don’t love having rules, but why do we need 
rules? Why would God call His rules “commandments” instead of 
suggestions? 

 
Take time to pray together as a family that you would 
continue to honor God by following His instructions for 
your life and be content with what He has given you.

25

God had just freed the Israelites from being Pharaoh’s 
slaves and Moses had led them out of Egypt on the way 

to the promised land. Even though God provided for their 
everyday needs and protected them from their enemies, the people 
complained to Moses and disobeyed his instructions. But God 
provided something special for His people to make sure they knew 

how to live a life that would please Him.

 

 

MOSES



Check out these following passages:
• Deuteronomy 33:26-29
• Joshua 1
• Joshua 3:6-17

Younger Kids: For Joshua, leading Israel was probably a pretty 
scary thing to do, but God was with Joshua, and this gave him 
courage. What are some things that you might be scared to do? 
How does knowing God is with you make you brave?
 
Older Kids: Joshua was given a daunting task. He didn’t know 
if he would be capable of doing it. What is a task that you have 
been called to do? How does knowing God is with you help you 
accomplish this task? 

 
Pray together as a family for God to give you the 
courage to do the things He calls you to, even  
if it is hard.
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The long-time leader and shepherd of the people of Israel 
was now gone. Moses had died and the people of Israel would 

need a leader. Who would lead? This was a question that many were 
asking. The Lord chose Joshua as His leader of Israel. Can you imagine 

the way Joshua felt? He must have been terrified. He had been Moses’ 
assistant and fought courageously in many battles, but now he was to lead a 
whole nation. It’s a good thing that God was with Joshua and encouraged and 
comforted Him. In these passages, we see God as a comforter, encourager, 

and in complete control. When God calls us to a task, He will be with us and 
because of this, we can have great courage.

JOSHUA



As a family, read these passages together:
• Joshua 1:5
• Joshua 6:1-21
• Joshua 10:1-15

Younger Kids: Parents, take this opportunity to share with your 
child about challenges you have faced and how you have needed 
to trust in God to lead you, guide you, and be with you every step 
of the way. What does it mean that God is always with us?
 
Older Kids: What are some challenging things you have 
faced where you saw that you needed to rely on God? Why is 
it important to remember that if we are in Christ that God will 
never leave us nor abandon us? 

 
Spend time thanking God together for how He  
Is always with you, every step of the way.
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Joshua was told by God to be strong and 
courageous (Joshua 1:9). But how could he be strong and 

courageous? Because God was with Joshua and His people every 
step of the way. This is evident when Joshua and the army of Israel 

defeated the cities of Jericho, Ai, and Gibeon as they look to claim the 
Promised Land. The reason those battles were won was not because Joshua’s 

army was bigger or better, but “because the Lord fought for Israel” (Joshua 
10:14). No one can defeat God! He is all-powerful and He cannot be stopped. 
We can be strong and courageous no matter what we face, because if we are 

in Christ, then we are promised that God is with us every step of the way 
(Matthew 28:20).

JOSHUA



As a family, spend some time reading these passages 
together:

• Matthew 27
• Matthew 28

Younger Kids: What does it mean to sin? How does Jesus 
forgive us of our sins? 
 
Older Kids: Why did Jesus die on the cross? Why is it important 
to tell others about what Jesus has done for us? Who do you 
know that you can tell about Jesus?

 
Pray together, thanking God for His Son, Jesus,  
and what He did for us on the cross and in His 
resurrection. Thank God for salvation and ask  
the Holy Spirit to help you tell others about the 
salvation that can only be found in Jesus Christ.  

31

It is Easter week! For followers of Jesus, this is a special 
time when we focus on Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection—

Jesus’ sacrifice that provides salvation for all who believe in Christ. 
It’s a time to consider our own sinfulness and need for a savior, but also a 

time to celebrate that Jesus alone offers forgiveness for our sins. After Jesus’ 
resurrection, he appeared to his disciples, and he gave them a final job to do 
before he went back to Heaven: go and tell others about what Jesus has done 
as Lord and Savior. This is a part of God’s plan to make sure the whole world 

hears about Jesus and how He alone offers salvation.

 

EASTER



As a family, take turns reading the following passages 
about Ruth:

• Ruth 1:16-18
• Ruth 2:10-16
• Ruth 4:13-17

Younger Kids: In Ruth’s story, we see how she was a good friend 
to Naomi. What can you do to be a good friend to others? 
 
Older Kids: Discuss the importance of true friendships and how 
we can show love to others. Ruth chose to be there for Naomi, 
and God blessed her decision. What can you learn from her 
example?

 
Take time as a family to pray that Jesus will show you 
someone you can be a friend to, just as Ruth was a 
friend to Naomi. 
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Ruth was a woman from Moab. After her 
husband died, she decided to stay with her mother-

in-law, Naomi, and move with her to Bethlehem. While there, 
she collected leftover barley from the field of a man named Boaz 

so that she and Naomi could eat. Her love and care for Naomi gave 
her a good reputation in Bethlehem. Ruth later married Boaz and was 
an ancestor to David and Jesus. These passages show how Ruth’s 

faithfulness allowed her to leave the life she knew to follow and 
trust God. 

Ruth



Read the story of Samuel from these passages:
• 1 Samuel 3:1-10, 19-20

Younger Kids: You can talk/pray to God at any time and any 
place. Think of other times, besides bedtime and at the dinner 
table, when you can talk or pray to God.
 
Older Kids: Discuss together how you can pray and talk to God 
all throughout the day, at school, on the bus, etc. How can you 
make talking to God part of your everyday activities?

 
Pray together and ask the Lord to help you see and 
 hear what He is telling (calling) you to do. Thank  
Him for always being with you.
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Samuel was called by God when he was just a young 
boy to serve the Lord. Samuel grew up in the temple and 

had many conversations with God. Samuel dedicated his life to 
serving God and working in the temple. Samuel’s story is a great 
reminder to everybody that God uses people of all ages to serve Him 
and do His will.

SAMUEL



Read these passages together as a family:
• 1 Samuel 18:1-5
• 1 Samuel 19:1-10
• 1 Samuel 20:12-16, 42

Younger Kids: Do you have any really good friends? What are 
some actions you can take to show your love for your friends?
 
Older Kids: Name a time when a good friend stuck by your 
side through a difficult time you were having. How would you 
describe Jesus as a true friend to us? 

 
Take time to pray as a family, asking God to help  
you be a faithful friend. Thank God for sending  
Jesus as our greatest friend who is with us during  
the good times and the bad.

37

Even though Jonathan was the son of King 
Saul and a mighty warrior, we think most about his 

role as David’s best friend. Jonathan protected David when 
King Saul saw David as a threat and tried to kill him. They made a 

covenant with one another that Jonathan would protect David and 
that David would always take care of Jonathan’s family. Through this 
story, we learn that true friends will faithfully stand by one another 

no matter how difficult the circumstances may be.

 

 JONATHAN



Read more about David in the following passages:
• 1 Samuel 16: 10-13
• 1 Samuel 17: 41-50
• 1 Samuel 18: 1-5

Younger Kids: David trusted God and was brave when he fought 
Goliath. How does God help you to be brave? 
 
Older Kids: We tend to judge people by their appearance on the 
outside. What part of a person does God find important? What 
kind of person are you on the inside?

 
Take a moment and pray that God will show you  
how to trust Him to care for you in everything  
you do. Pray that others will be able to see how  
much you love God.

39

David was Jesse’s youngest son, and his 
job was to tend the sheep. However, God had big plans 

for David, and Samuel anointed him to be king one day. 
David didn’t look like the kind of king most people would choose, 

but God had chosen him to be king. God used David, even when he 
was a young boy, to protect His people. Although David was young, 
he was brave, strong, a good friend, respected, and loved God 

wholeheartedly. David trusted God and knew that God would 
always take care of him. 

 

 DAVID



As a family, read these passages together:
• 2 Samuel 1:1-16
• 2 Samuel 2:1-7
• 2 Samuel 5:17-25

Younger Kids: David was very young when he was crowned to 
be king. Are you ever too young to do what God wants you to do? 
Talk about this as a family.
 
Older Kids: God’s plan was for David to become king. He faced 
many hardships and fought many battles to get to that place. 
What are some hard things you might have to do in order to 
follow God’s plans for you?

Bonus: Did David listen to God’s advice on how to defeat the 
Philistines or did he do it his way? What was the result?

 
Take time to pray together and ask God to give  
you the trust and patience to do God’s will even if it 
seems everything is against you.

41

David had just become king after the death of Saul and 
Jonathan. Even though David was upset over the death of his 

best friend, he had to get to work. There were many more battles 
to be fought to secure his reign, including an old foe—Goliath’s 
people, the Philistines. God gave specific instructions to David on 
how to defeat the Philistine army, and David had to decide if he 

would follow God’s directions or not.

 

 
DAVID



Read these passages together as a family: 
• 2 Samuel 12:1-15 
• Psalm 51

Younger Kids: Just like David sinned and had to ask for God’s 
forgiveness, is there something you need to ask forgiveness for?
 
Older Kids: David was upset with the rich man that Nathan was 
telling him about because the rich man was not being fair to the 
poor man. Have you ever been upset with someone because they 
were being mean to someone else? Do you ever find yourself 
treating people the same way? 

Remember, God calls us to love others and treat them with 
kindness even when it is hard. 

Memorize Psalm 51:10 (CSB), “God, create a clean heart for 
me and renew a steadfast spirit within me.”

Spend some time as a family in prayer and praise God  
for His loving and gracious character. Ask Him to  
help you be forgiving just as He has forgiven us. 
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David was the king of Israel, and he followed the 
Lord throughout his reign. For David’s entire life we see him 

giving praise to God for who He is and what He has done. But 
while David was a man seeking after God’s own heart, he was not 

perfect. David made mistakes, and his sin had serious consequences. 
One example of this is found in 2 Samuel 11 during his encounter with 
Bathsheba. While David did have sin in his life, he repented of this sin 
and asked for forgiveness. Just like David was not perfect, we are not 

either. But there is hope! God will forgive us of our sins when we 
turn to Him and repent. 

 

 

DAVID



Take some time to read these passages together:
• 2 Samuel 18:1-8
• Psalm 3
• Psalm 63:1-4

Younger Kids: David knew that God was good and that God 
cared for him even when he faced hard times. So, what does 
David ask God to do in Psalm 3? 
 
Older Kids: David asked God to save him and told God he 
trusted Him even as he was suffering. Why is it important to 
continue to go to God in both the good times and the bad times? 
What does it mean to trust God even when you don’t know why 
things are happening the way they are?  

Thank God that even though you aren’t perfect,  
God is perfect. His plans are good and perfect, even  
if you don’t know what’s to come. Ask God to help  
you trust in His plans. 
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Even though David was 
king, and he was known as a “man after God’s own heart,” 

David’s life was far from perfect. In fact, he did some wrong 
things during his reign as king of Israel, and the consequences of 

his actions were devastating at times. One of those consequences 
was that his own family would be affected and his reign as king 
continually challenged (2 Samuel 12:10). This turned into one of the 
lowest points in David’s life when his own son, Absalom, rebelled and 
tried to take over as king. David fled from Absalom and had to send his 
own army to defeat his son. David experienced great loss and walked 

through challenging times. He asked God for help and trusted in 
God’s goodness when he was at his lowest. David knew that 

God was good, even when life wasn’t easy.

 

 

DAVID



As a family, read these passages together:
• 2 Samuel 22:2-3, 31-33, 47, and 50-51
• Psalm 145

Younger Kids: What are some things that you love about God? 
Share as many as possible.
 
Older Kids: When is the last time you thanked God for 
something? Why do you think it would be important to have an 
attitude of gratitude towards the Lord?  

Spend time as a family thanking God for specific  
things He has done in your lives. Praise Him for  
who He is and what He has done!
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King David loved the Lord! He wrote hundreds of 
songs, hymns, and poems about God up until the day he died. 

Near the end of David’s story, we see a hymn of Thanksgiving for 
who God is and what God has done for him. In 2 Samuel 22, David 

attributes all the greatest blessings and provisions in his life to God and 
praises God for it all. God has always been and always will be worthy of 

all our praise—not just because He has done great things for us, but 
also because of who He is as God.

DAVID



As a family, check out these passages together:
• 1 Kings 2:1-4
• 1 Kings 3:7-14
• 1 Kings 4:29-34

Younger Kids: David gave his son, Solomon, some important 
instructions before he became king. Like Solomon needed 
to listen to his dad, why is it important for us to listen to our 
parents? 
 
Older Kids: In 1 Kings 3:7-14, Solomon asks God for wisdom. 
He admits that he is young and doesn’t know how to be king. He 
asks for God’s help. Why is it important for us to realize that we 
don’t always know the answers and for us to ask for help? How 
can our relationship with God grow when we do this?

Together with your family, spend some time asking  
God to give you wisdom and discernment in all  
you do. Pray that God will show you ways you  
are not relying on His help as you should.
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Solomon was the son of David and Bathsheba. He 
became the third king of Israel after his father, David, died. 

Solomon prayed and asked God for wisdom in all he did, and God 
granted him this request. Solomon’s wisdom was greater than any 

other person. God gave Solomon much more because he honored God 
and asked for wisdom first. When we pray and ask God to grant us 

wisdom, He is happy to give us that request. 

 

 

SOLOMON



As a family, check out these passages together:
• 1 Kings 11:4-13
• 1 Kings 12:1-19

Younger Kids: What does a leader look like? What makes a 
good leader? What are ways you can be a good leader for others 
right now?
 
Older Kids: Why is it important for leaders to serve others and 
do what’s best for others? How can you be a good leader?

Read Philippians 2:5-11 out loud to your family. Jesus  
showed what a perfect leader looks like. Thank God  
that Jesus is the ultimate servant leader and ask God to 
develop you into servant leaders for the glory of God.
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Sometimes leaders get things right. Sometimes 

leaders get things wrong. Even though he was supposed 
to be the wisest man on earth, King Solomon often got things 

wrong and turned away from the one, true God. As a result, there 
were consequences that affected all of Israel. This extended to his son, 

Rehoboam, who would become the next king. When he became king, 
Rehoboam had two options for how he would lead God’s people—he could 
either lead them with kindness and do what was best for them or he could 
lead them harshly and demand they follow him. Rehoboam chose poorly 

and it continued to lead to division among God’s people. At the end of 
Solomon’s life, we learn just how much leadership matters.

 

 SOLOMON



together with your family, read these passages: 
• 1 Kings 16:29-33
• 1Kings 18:17-40

Younger Kids: Elijah was bold and prayed to God because he 
was confident God would hear him. How can we be confident 
that God hears us when we pray?
 
Older Kids: Discuss what an idol is. How can we stand firm in 
worshipping God when others turn away from God to worship 
idols? 

As a family, memorize Matthew 22:37 (CSB), “He said  
to him, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart,  
with all your soul, and with all your mind.”

Take time to thank God for hearing us when we  
pray to Him. Ask God to change your hearts so  
you will obey Him and love Him with all your  
heart, soul, and mind.
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When Ahab became king of Israel, He was more 
wicked than all the kings before him. He led the Israelites 

away from the Lord to worship a false god named Baal. The 
Lord was angry with King Ahab, so he sent a prophet named 
Elijah to confront him. Elijah was bold and challenged the people to 
choose whom they would worship–Baal or the one true God. In these 

passages, see how God uses Elijah and demonstrates His power to 
turn the people’s hearts back to Him.

 

 

ELIJAH



Check out the passage below:
• 2 Kings 6:8-23

Younger Kids: What does it mean that God is all-powerful? 
Why do you think it is important to remember that our God is 
all-powerful?
 
Older Kids: What are some things you’ve seen God do in your 
life? How does that help you trust God in the future?

 
Praise God together for ways He has powerfully  
worked in your family’s life. Then, ask God to help you 
trust in God to powerfully work in the future too.
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Elisha was a prophet to God’s people around 880 
BC. He was mentored by the prophet Elijah and carried 

on Elijah’s prophetic work. God used both men to share God’s 
message with His people and to do miraculous things that showed 
others God’s power. Even when others couldn’t see how God was at 

work, Elisha had seen God work and he trusted in God, in any and 
every circumstance.

 

 ELISHA



As a family, read these passages together:
• Ezra 3:10-11
• Ezra 7:6
• Ezra 7:10
• Ezra 9:5-9

Younger Kids: Ezra reminded the people of Israel that 
worshipping God was important. What are ways that we can 
worship God every day? 
 
Older Kids: Ezra knew God’s Word and used it to point the 
people back to God. How does God’s Word help us love and obey 
God more? Discuss how to spend time in the Word every day. 

Take time to pray together as a family to thank God for 
speaking to us through His Word so we may know Him 
better. Ask God to give you a heart that desires to spend 
time in His Word every day.
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Jerusalem had been taken captive by the 
Babylonians for 70 years. As a result, the wall of Jerusalem had 

been broken down, the Temple of the Lord was destroyed, and the 
people of Israel were hurting. God raised up several men to reconstruct 

the walls of Jerusalem and the Temple of the Lord so that God’s people could 
dwell safely with Him again. God raised up a man named Ezra, a priest, and a 
scribe of the Law of the Lord. Ezra taught the Law of the Lord to the people, 

called them to repentance, and restored godly worship to Israel.

 

 

EZRA



Read more about Nehemiah and Ezra in these passages:
• Nehemiah 4:1-14
• Nehemiah 6

Younger Kids: What are some things that require you to be 
brave? Why is it important to ask God for help?
 
Older Kids: How did Nehemiah show good leadership for God’s 
people? What does it mean for you to be a good leader for 
others?

Ask God to give you bravery like Nehemiah and trust  
in God to provide you strength and courage when  
obedience to God could be costly or challenging.
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Nehemiah was an important guy in Persia—he 

was the cupbearer to King Artaxerxes—but he was a Jew 
and wanted to go back to his home in Israel. The King decided to 

let the Jewish people back to their land that had been conquered and 
destroyed. When they got back, they had to rebuild the Temple, the walls 

of the city of Jerusalem, homes for the people, and more. Nehemiah was the 
courageous leader that helped organize the rebuilding of the walls around 
Jerusalem that would protect God’s people from their enemies. Rebuilding 

the walls was quite challenging and required strong leadership and bravery 
from Nehemiah. Nehemiah asked God to help him and the people 

rebuild the walls, and in just 52 days the job was completed!

 

 NEHemiah



As a family, read this passage together:
• Nehemiah 12:27-43

Younger Kids: Count how many people are listed in Nehemiah 
12:27-43 who gathered to thank God for their new wall around 
Jerusalem. How many were there? Why is it important to gather 
with others to thank God for what He has done?
 
Older Kids: It says in Nehemiah 12:43 that after the wall was 
built, God’s people celebrated so loudly that it could be heard 
from far away. What are some things God has done in your life 
that are worthy of praising Him for? Why is it important to make 
sure others know how important God is to you?

Recount the things God has done for your family. How 
has He shown you favor and blessed you richly? Shout 
them aloud as you thank Him for who He is and what He 
has done. We can shout His praise!
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With Nehemiah’s leadership and the Lord’s 
provision, the walls of Jerusalem were rebuilt in just 52 days! 

Do you know what you could do in 52 days now? You could walk 
halfway across the United States, you could run up the stairs of the 

Empire State Building 7,488 times, or you could even travel in a rocket ship 
a third of the way to Mars. All of those are impressive, but the people of God 

knew just how amazing it was that God had provided a way for them to rebuild 
the walls of their city in just seven and a half weeks. So, Nehemiah led the people 
to hold a special ceremony where they dedicated the wall to the Lord as a way of 
praising God and thanking God for His great power and provision. Nehemiah 

led the people to not only complete this challenging task, but he led them to 
have the right perspective about their work—God is the only reason they 

finished the wall, and He alone is worthy of praise.

 

 

NEHemiah



Take a moment to read the story of Esther together:
• Esther 3:8-11
• Esther 4:12-17
• Esther 7:1-6

Younger Kids: It can be hard to listen and obey all the time. 
What are ways you can do what is right like Esther did? 
 
Older Kids: Sometimes, it may seem easier to look the other 
way rather than stand up for someone hurting. Thankfully, Esther 
was brave and stood up for those in need. Who is someone you 
can stand up for today? 

Through Esther, we see that God uses ordinary 
people like you and me to do His work. Pray today 
that God will show you ways to help those in need.

63

Esther was an ordinary young Jewish girl who 
became the Queen of Persia. While she was Queen, an evil 

man named Haman tried to have all the Jewish people killed. 
As Queen, Esther could do something about this, but it would put 
her life in danger. Esther was afraid, but she trusted in God and God 
used Esther to save her people. As you read, notice how God can use 

ordinary people to carry out His plans. 

 

 ESTHER   



As a family, read this passage together:
• Job 1

Younger Kids: Job kept trusting God even when he didn’t 
understand what God was doing and even when he didn’t have 
everything he once had. Parents, share with your child about 
a time you’ve had to trust in God when you didn’t understand 
what God was doing. Why can we trust God even when we don’t 
understand what He’s doing in our lives?
 
Older Kids: Parents, share with your child about a time you’ve 
had to trust in God when you didn’t understand what God was 
doing. How do we trust God in hard times? Why do you think it’s 
important to praise God even when we experience suffering?

This week, memorize Job 1:21b (CSB), “The Lord gives, and 
the Lord takes away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.”

Let’s pray and ask God to help us believe that He is good 
and trustworthy even when we don’t have everything  
we want or when life is hard.
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Job was a man of integrity that followed God and 

His rules faithfully. God blessed Job with a large family, great 
health, and lots of possessions. Satan told God that he didn’t think 

Job would still love God or follow God faithfully if all those blessings 
were taken away from him—Satan thought it was easy for Job to follow 

God because he had everything he’d ever wanted. So, God allowed Satan to 
take those things away from Job, but Job didn’t blame God or sin against God. 
Even when he lost everything, experienced suffering, and didn’t understand 

what God was doing, Job trusted in God and praised God because he knew 
God was good even if everything else was taken away.

 

 

JOB



As a family, read these passages together:
• Job 9:4-10
• Job 12:10

Younger Kids: What does it mean that God is in control of 
everything? Why is that important for us to always remember?
 
Older Kids: Are there ever times when you don’t understand 
why certain things happen the way they do? Talk about some of 
those times. How can it bring comfort to us to know that God is 
in control of everything?

Pray with your family, thanking God that He is in  
control of all things.
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As Job continued to face suffering and experience 

hard times, he had three friends named Eliphaz, Bildad, and 
Zophar that tried to comfort him. However, they didn’t know God the 

way Job did. As they tried to give Job advice, Job responded with some 
big truths about our big God. We need to remember these big truths as we 
face hard times too. These truths can remind us that God is in control of 

everything, and we can trust Him even when things aren’t going our way.

 

 

JOB



Together, take some time to read these passages 
together:

• Job 16:19
• Job 19:25-27
• Ephesians 1:7

Younger Kids: The story of Job highlights our need for a 
redeemer. What does it mean that Jesus is our Redeemer?
 
Older Kids: Why do we need to be redeemed by God?

Make a shout of praise or sing a song of praise  
together as a family because God has given us  
redemption through His Son Jesus Christ.
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As Job continued to hear his friends question why 

God allowed him to walk through hard times, he began to 
question God himself. Job’s friends weren’t very helpful, but when 

Job responded to his friends, He said some important things about God. 
One major truth that Job told his friends was that God was his redeemer. A 

redeemer saves or exchanges one thing for something else. Even though he 
was experiencing hardship and suffering, Job believed that God would save 
him. Job points us to Jesus—our great Redeemer—who saves us from the 

penalty of our sin by exchanging our sin for His righteousness. Because of 
what he did for us on the cross and in His resurrection, we can be saved. 

Thank God that Jesus is our Redeemer!

 

 JOB



As a family, read these passages together:
• Job 28
• Proverbs 1:7
• Proverbs 2:6
• James 1:5

Younger Kids: Do you know anyone who is wise? How is God 
even wiser than that person?
 
Older Kids: What does it mean to be wise? How can we gain 
wisdom? 

Ask God for wisdom. Ask that God would give you the 
wisdom to see things from His perspective and to  
trust Him at all times.
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Throughout the story of Job, we see several 

conversations between Job and his three friends, Eliphaz, Bildad, 
and Zophar. There were also times where Job gave speeches and said 

specific things about God. In Job 28, we see Job give a speech about God’s 
infinite wisdom. Job acknowledged that God has all wisdom and that He gives 
wisdom to those who fear and follow God. We all need the wisdom that comes 

only from God, no matter our circumstances.

 

 JOB



Read these passages together as a family:
• Job 32
• Job 34:10-15
• Job 36:5-7

Younger Kids: What are some things you need to be reminded 
of daily? Why do you think we need to be reminded about who 
God is and what He has done for us?
 
Older Kids: Are there ever times when you forget how good God 
is to you? Talk about it. What are some ways we can be reminded 
of God’s goodness?

Write out some ways God has been good to your 
family. Then, take time to praise God together for His 
goodness to you. Hold onto this list, it’ll be a good 
reminder in the days ahead.
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Job’s life did not turn out like he thought it would. 
He followed God faithfully, but then lost everything—his 

family, his money, even his health. His friends made matters worse 
by leading Job to question God’s goodness amid his suffering. But 

then a young man named Elihu steps in. Elihu comes out of nowhere and 
encourages Job with the truth about God that Job needed to be reminded 
of. Elihu helps Job once again see that God is good, wise, and trustworthy. 
When Job was about to give up, Elihu reminds him of the truth. We need 

friends like Elihu who can help us see God’s goodness and help us trust 
in God more fully when we aren’t sure about what is happening in our 

lives or the world around us.

 

 

JOB



Read these passages together as a family to discover 
more:

• Job 38:4-6, 36-38
• Job 42:1-6, 10-17

Younger Kids: How do you feel when things do not go your 
way? How can you still rely on God when things don’t go your 
way? Explain.
 
Older Kids: Job was tested in ways most of us could not have 
handled. How does Job’s faith in God let you know God is always 
there for you even when you are not sure He even cares?  

Bonus: How was Job rewarded at the end of the story? Who 
won: God or Satan? 

Take time to pray together that you would continue to 
trust in God even in impossible situations. Know that  
God is always there for you and will never abandon you.
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Job has just been through the worst experience of 
his life–losing his family, property, and fortune. He also has 

a terribly painful skin condition. God has allowed Satan to “test” 
Job, and Job was close to giving up on God. See what God tells Job next 

after some bad advice from his three closest friends. God shows Job how 
powerful and how good He is. Job responds by asking God for forgiveness 

for losing sight of God’s goodness. God then restores and blesses  
Job more than he had ever thought possible.

 

 JOB



Take some time to read this passage together:
• Isaiah 6

Younger Kids: God called Isaiah to be a prophet—a messenger 
for God. God has called all followers of Jesus to be messengers of 
the gospel. Who can we tell about Jesus?
 
Older Kids: What are some things God might call us to do with 
our lives? How can we be obedient to do what He’s called us to 
do, even when it isn’t easy?

As a family, memorize Isaiah 6:8 (CSB), “Then I heard the voice 
of the Lord asking: Who will I send? Who will go for us? I said: 
Here I am. Send me.”

Pray together as a family, asking God to help you be 
obedient to Him, especially when it’s challenging or 
requires you to do hard things.
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Isaiah was a prophet to the people of God in the 8th 
Century BC—that’s a long time ago. As a prophet, he was a 

messenger for God. He shared the word of God with the people that 
Jesus the Messiah was coming. This wasn’t an easy job to do, and it was 

even dangerous at times. Isaiah’s message wasn’t always well received, but 
when God called him to be a prophet, Isaiah showed us what our response 

should be to anything God tells us to do. We say, “Yes!” to God.

 

 ISAIAH



Read these passages together as a family: 
• Isaiah 9:1-7
• Isaiah 12

Younger Kids: Why did Jesus come and live a perfect life? What 
did He do for each of us on the cross?
 
Older Kids: Read Isaiah 9:6. What does it mean that Jesus is 
our Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, and Prince 
of Peace? What does this tell us about who He is? 

Because of Jesus, we can proclaim Isaiah 12:2. This week, 
memorize this verse as a family. Isaiah 12:2 (CSB), “Indeed, 
God is my salvation; I will trust him and not be afraid, for the 
Lord, the Lord himself, is my strength and my song. He has 
become my salvation.” 

Thank God for sending His son to live a perfect life 
and rescue us from our sins on the cross. Praise 
Him for being our Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Eternal Father, and Prince of Peace. 
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Isaiah was a prophet who spent his life calling 
God’s people to repent of their sins and return to the Lord. 

Throughout these messages of repentance, God used His prophet to 
send a message of hope to His people–He would send the Messiah, our 

Savior. Isaiah prophesied that a Savior would come for the people and would 
be called, “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, and Prince of 

Peace.” Today we know this Savior to be Jesus! 

 

 
ISAIAH



Check out the following passages together: 
• Jeremiah 1:4-10
• Jeremiah 2:1-12
• Jeremiah 4:9-18, 27-31
• Jeremiah 8:1-17

Younger Kids: Why do we need to ask God for forgiveness?
 
Older Kids: What does it mean to confess our sin to God? How 
do we know we can trust God to forgive us?

Memorize 1 John 1:9 (CSB), “If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.”

Take time to pray together as a family. We understand 
that we will continue to struggle with sin, but we 
also know God offers forgiveness to those who ask 
Him for it.
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Jeremiah was a young man who was chosen and 
used by God to tell His people what they were doing wrong. 

Jeremiah told the people of Judah what would happen to them 
because of their sins. Many of the people were older than Jeremiah, 

which must have been intimidating to him, because they didn’t want to 
hear his message. But God gave Jeremiah the words to say so he did not 
have to fear speaking to them. God also told Jeremiah what the people 

needed to do to return to God’s favor. Jeremiah had a hard job to do, 
but God used him to show His people their need for repentance and 

forgiveness.

 

 

JEREMIAH



Spend some time together reading the story of Daniel:
• Daniel 1:3-21

Younger Kids: Discuss what obedience means. Daniel was 
faithful in obeying God even when it was hard. How can you do 
what God says even when it’s hard?
 
Older Kids: Daniel trusted that if he was obedient to God, even 
if that made him different than everybody else, God would take 
care of him. How can we trust that God will take care of us when 
we are faithful to obey?

Praise God for His constant faithfulness to us. 
 Ask Him to make you faithful to obey because He  
always knows what is best for you.
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Daniel was a faithful man of God. He was well-
known by kings and rulers for his gifts and his character. 

When Daniel was young, King Nebuchadnezzar was looking for 
young men that would be trained and educated to serve him. Daniel 

was chosen to be one of these servants. During his training, the king 
would set aside food for his servants so they could eat like him. However, 
Daniel did not want to eat like the king since he knew that it would not 

honor God. After ten days, the king’s men saw that Daniel was healthier 
than all the others who ate the king’s food. Daniel’s faithfulness 

caused him to find favor in the sight of God and the king.

 

 DANIEL



Continue to discover the story of Daniel in the 
following passage: 

• Daniel 6

Younger Kids: How did God save Daniel in this story? How does 
God save you through the life of Jesus Christ? 
 
Older Kids: Daniel did not follow what the world was telling him 
to do, and this got him thrown into the lions’ den. How can you 
go against what the world is telling you to do and follow God 
instead? 

Pray together as a family and ask God to give you  
the courage to live boldly for Him even when those 
around you may be telling you otherwise.
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Daniel was a prophet living in captivity in Babylon. 
He was faithful to God in many difficult and unlikely 

circumstances, and his faithfulness always led people to praise 
God for His character. Daniel also trusted that God was bigger 

than any situation he faced. Because of this trust, he knew God would 
deliver him. Daniel believed in the power of prayer, and he did not let 
anything stop him from praying to God. Even though he was thrown 

into a lions’ den for praying, he trusted God would save him. 

 

 DANIEL



As a family, read these passages together:
• Jonah 1:1-3
• Jonah 2
• Jonah 3

Younger Kids: Why do you think Jonah disobeyed God when He 
told him to go to Nineveh? What happens when you disobey your 
parents? What happens when you disobey God? 
 
Older Kids: What actions or attitudes do you need to change so 
others can see God in your life? 

Pray together that God will show you whom you need 
to share the Good News of Jesus with. Pray that He 
will give you the opportunity to share. 
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Jonah was a prophet whom God told to go to 
Nineveh and preach to the wicked people there. Jonah 

disobeyed God and ran away instead. God then allowed Jonah 
to be swallowed by a great fish for three days. When Jonah repents 

and tells God he will go to Nineveh, the fish spits him out. God gives 
Jonah a second chance and uses him to preach to the Ninevites so 

they can repent and have a second chance at forgiveness. As you 
read, notice how God still shows us love even when we mess up. 

 

 JONAH



Read the following passage together:
• Matthew 9:9-13

Younger Kids: When Matthew became a follower of Jesus, he 
invited his friends to come and hear about Jesus. Do you know 
someone who needs to hear about Jesus? How can we help them 
learn about Him?  
 
Older Kids: Who in your life do you know that you can tell about 
Jesus? Matthew’s life changed entirely when he followed Jesus. 
How does your life show that you follow Jesus?

Ask the Lord to lead you to someone or even a family 
who needs to learn who Jesus is. Pray that you will 
be bold in talking with them about the Lord.
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Matthew was a hated and thieving tax collector 
before Jesus called him to become a disciple. When 

Matthew began to follow Jesus, his life changed completely! 
He had a great feast in his home to honor Jesus and invited 

his friends to come and meet Him. Matthew (also called Levi) is 
considered the author of the Gospel of Matthew.

 

 

MATTHEW



As a family, read these passages together:
• Matthew 4:18-22
• Mark 3:14-19

Younger Kids: Being a disciple of Jesus means that you learn 
and live your life in a way that pleases Him. What are some ways 
you can learn more about Jesus? 
 
Older Kids: Being a disciple of Jesus means that you learn and 
live your life in a way that pleases Him, even when it’s hard to do 
so. What are some ways we can live our lives in a way that pleases 
Jesus? When is it hard to follow Jesus?

Spend some time in prayer and ask the Lord to help 
each person in your family grow to be more like Jesus 
each day.
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John was a disciple of Jesus. He and his brother, 
James, were fishermen and friends of Peter. John was a 

very close friend of Jesus and, later in his life, he wrote five 
books of the New Testament: John, 1st, 2nd, and 3rd John, 

plus Revelation. John was bold in sharing the Gospel, even when 
it put him in danger. He wanted to live a life that pleased  

the Lord.

 

 JOHN



As a family, read the following passages: 
• Luke 1:13
• Matthew 3:1-4, 13-16

Younger Kids: John spent his life telling others about Jesus. 
What are some ways we can do the same? Discuss with younger 
kids what a missionary is and how we can be missionaries, too.
 
Older Kids: Even though Jesus was perfect, He said He must 
be baptized. Discuss with older kids why we practice baptism, 
reminding them about the difference between becoming a 
Christian and deciding to be baptized.

Pray together as a family. Thank God for all the 
people, including missionaries, who tell people about 
Jesus. Ask Him to help your family share the “Good 
News” with your voice and with your life.
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John the Baptist was a cousin of Jesus. He lived 
in the hills of Judea and preached to people that Jesus, 

the Savior, was coming. He told people to repent from 
their sins and be baptized. This is why we call him, “John the 

Baptist.” Before Jesus began His ministry, John baptized him. 
He continued to point people to Jesus his entire life.

 

 

JOHN the Baptist



Read these passages together as a family to discover 
more:

• John 11:1-44
• John 12:1-9

Younger Kids: The story in John 11 shows us that Jesus is 
powerful and can do things that we cannot do. The second story 
illustrates how Mary showed her love for Jesus. List some ways 
we can show our love for Him.  
 
Older Kids: John 11:1-44 is an amazing story that shows us 
how powerful Jesus is. He can do things no one else can do. 
Martha showed her love for Jesus when she trusted that he could 
bring her brother back from the dead. How do our actions show 
our love and trust in Jesus?

Thank God for His love and for sending Jesus to be 
our Savior. Ask Him for help this week in showing His 
love to others.

95

Mary and Martha were sisters. They also had a 
brother named Lazarus and lived in the city of Bethany. 

Their family was very close to Jesus, and He often visited 
them. The Bible tells us that Mary and Marth loved Jesus and 

had great faith in Him. In these passages, see how God used the 
death of their brother for His glory and to grow their faith in 

Jesus. When we grow closer to Jesus, our faith will grow, too!

 

 

MAry & MARthA



As a family, read these passages together:
• Acts 9:32-35
• Acts 10

Younger Kids: Peter originally thought that the salvation Jesus 
provides was only for Jewish people. How does it make you feel 
to know that Jesus died for all that would believe?
 
Older Kids: God doesn’t show favoritism when it comes to who 
can be saved. Why is this important for us to understand? How 
does this affect the way we interact with people?

Pray together for the people that you know who 
don’t know Jesus as Savior. Thank God for offering 
salvation to all who believe in Him.
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A Jewish fisher by trade and calling, Peter is a 

Biblical character that can seem larger than life. Peter 
was one of the twelve men that we call “The Disciples.” He 

was fiercely loyal and loved Jesus in a big way and would become 
very important in the early church. At the time, the Jews believed 

that a Savior was coming to save only the Jews.  While Jesus was 
going to save the Jewish people, His plan was to save many more than 

that. In the passages of Scripture below, we find out Jesus’ plan of 
salvation extended to everyone–way beyond the nation of Israel.

 

 PETeR



Spend some time reading the following passages:
• Acts 6:1-7
• Acts 7 -8:3

Younger Kids: God helps us get through tough times. What was 
a tough time or situation that God helped you through?
 
Older Kids: Sometimes we must make the decision to honor 
God even though it is going to cost us. Can you think of a time 
that you chose to honor God even though it may have cost you 
something?

Pray together that you would be faithful to God even 
in suffering. Ask God to give you the boldness Stephen 
had in sharing the Good News of Jesus.
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Stephen was a man full of grace, wisdom, and 

boldness. The first time that we hear about Stephen in the 
Bible is when he is chosen to be a deacon. Deacons served the 

church and encouraged unity among believers so that the Apostles 
could preach. Stephen served faithfully in this role until he was eventually 

stoned for his boldness in proclaiming the truth of Jesus in one of the 
greatest sermons ever preached. Stephen died because he defended the 
Gospel and became the first martyr (someone who dies for the cause of 

Christ). In the passages below, we see a prime example of how to be 
faithful in suffering and bold in proclaiming the Good News.

 

 STEPHEN



As a family, read this passage together:
• Acts 26:4-18

Younger Kids: Even though Paul was a sinner and had done 
horrible things, God forgave him and saved him from his sins. 
How can we be forgiven for our sins?
 
Older Kids: God saved Paul and used him to do great things 
for His Kingdom. How can we be bold and share the gospel with 
people who need it?

Take time to pray together as a family and thank God 
for His forgiveness. Ask Him to show you ways you can 
be bolder in sharing the Gospel with others. 
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Paul was raised and educated to become a 
Pharisee, someone who strictly followed the Law of 

Moses. When Christianity was growing, Paul sought to put it 
to an end along with anyone who was a disciple of Jesus Christ. He 

put Christians in prison, would harm them, and even kill them. One 
day, Jesus came to Paul as a blinding light. Jesus asked him, “Why are 
you persecuting me?” Then he told Paul to go and preach the gospel. Paul 
repented of his actions, traveled all over the Roman world, shared the 
Gospel, and became the greatest missionary to ever live. He even wrote 

13 letters, which make up a large part of the New Testament! Paul 
loved the Lord and committed his life to sharing the Gospel, even 

against great hardship.

 

 PAUL



Check out the story of Philemon and Onesimus:
• Philemon

Younger Kids: Onesimus most likely did something wrong 
to Philemon. Philemon chose to forgive Onesimus just as God 
chooses to forgive us. When is a time that you forgave someone 
for something they did wrong against you? Why did you forgive 
them?
 
Older Kids: It’s not easy to forgive someone. When is a time 
that you forgave someone? Was it hard to forgive them? Why? 
Have you ever been forgiven by someone? How did it make you 
feel when they forgave you?

Encourage your family to each spend time thinking 
of others they need to forgive. Once everyone has a 
moment to forgive someone else, come back together 
and thank God for the forgiveness we have in Christ.
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Paul wrote the letter of “Philemon” on behalf of 
Onesimus, a runaway slave who had wronged his owner, 

Philemon. We don’t know exactly why Onesimus ran away, but it 
is thought that Onesimus had fled after stealing money. Paul states 

in verse 18 that if Onesimus owes anything, Philemon should charge it 
to Paul. Onesimus came to know Paul, and after meeting him, Onesimus 
became a Christian believer. They were close friends and Paul would have 
been happy for Onesimus to stay with him. However, he knew it would 

be better to send him back to Philemon with a letter encouraging 
forgiveness and love between them as Christian brothers.

 

 

PHILemON



As a family, read these passages together carefully:
• Galatians 4:4-7
• Hebrews 1:1-4
• John 17:3
• Micah 5:2

Younger Kids: What do we celebrate at Christmas? Why is it 
important that we celebrate Christ’s birth?
 
Older Kids: What are you most excited about for Christmas this 
year? Why is it exciting that Jesus was born over 2,000 years ago?

Spend time thanking God together that He sent  
His Son, Jesus, as our Savior. 
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Christmas is almost here! Are you ready? 
Can you feel the anticipation and excitement? We see 

throughout the Old Testament that the people of God had 
heard the prophets’ promises that a Messiah would come soon. They 

anticipated the arrival of the Messiah for hundreds of years, but He 
didn’t come the way they expected. They were hoping for a powerful king 
to come and take over the whole earth. But God didn’t send His Son as a 
powerful king. He sent him as a baby, born in a stable in the small town of 

Bethlehem. God sent His own Son, Jesus, the Messiah, at just the right 
time and in the way He had planned all along: born as the baby 

who would be the Savior of the world!

 

 
CHRISTMAS



Read these passages together as a family:
• Isaiah 53
• John 19-20 

Younger Kids: During the Christmas season, we have a lot of 
fun opening gifts and looking at Christmas lights. During Easter, 
we like to look for Easter eggs and eat candy. As Christians, what 
is the real reason we celebrate these two holidays? 
 
Older Kids: Mary recognized Jesus’ voice when He called her 
by name in John 20:16. Jesus also calls you by name. Have you 
responded to Him by trusting Christ to be your Lord and Savior?

Memorize Isaiah 53:5 (CSB), “But he was pierced because of 
our rebellion, crushed because of our iniquities; punishment for 
our peace was on him, and we are healed by his wounds.”

 
Pray together as a family and thank God for sending  
Jesus to die on the cross for our sins. Ask God to bring 
this to mind each day as you begin this new year. 
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While Christmas traditions may look different from 
family to family, we have one thing in common–celebrating the 

birth of Jesus Christ. As we wrap up celebrating this Christmas season, 
have you ever thought about this? We cannot celebrate Christmas if Easter 

did not happen, and we cannot celebrate Easter if Christmas did not happen. 
We celebrate Christ coming to earth as a baby because God the Father sent our 

salvation to earth for us. Jesus’ life on this earth gave us a perfect example of how 
we should live our lives each day. He also showed us the ultimate act of humility and 
love by dying on the cross for our sins–something we cannot ever accomplish on 
our own. When we celebrate Easter, we remember Christ’s sacrifice for us and His 
conquering of death as He rose from the grave. As we step into this new year, we 

can celebrate something so much greater than a new date on the calendar. 
We can give praise to our victorious Savior and King! 

JESUS


